melanie chartier

EAST SANDWICH

You First, oil on canvas, 18” x 20”

“I use the still life to speak”

Many artists will tell you that they were born to paint. Melanie Chartier
says the same thing. Upon viewing her paintings, one might even say she was born to

bring inanimate subjects to life with her art.
Chartier paints recognizable objects—seashells, corks, flowers—all things one

by john grenier—fe rris might find on a Cape Cod beach—as characters in painterly narratives that tell a

story. 7
“ use strong light and shadow to create drama and mystery in my vignettes,” says

Chartier. “ am always searching for objects that I can use to build my visual language
and that I can use to tell a story or make a statement.”

Some of the objects-as-characters play lead roles. In The Queen and Her Court, an 117
x 14" oil on panel, a bouquet of rhododendron rise majestically out of a bowl, domi-
nating the canvas above a lowly shell and starfish. Other paintings are ensembles, as
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e art of the cape & islands

in You First, a 20" x 18” oil on canvas, where a
line of corks queue up on a stack of books to
take the plunge into a crystal bowl of water.

Most of Chartier's paintings tell everyday
stories, sometimes bordering on the surreal
because of the anthropomorphic character-
istics she ascribes to the objects. In Winter
Occupation, a 12" x 9” oil on panel, a broken
conch lies atop a pile of books, its implied
head thrown back; you can easily imagine a
contented wintertime snore emanating from
its gaping face.

Born and raised in New Bedford, Chartier
settled in East Sandwich in 2001. She says
she immediately submerged herself in her
new surroundings, translating everyday im-
pressions into a visual language. “I try to
capture the Cape'’s iconic identity,” she ex-
plains, sitting in the sunny white-walled
room that acts as her Pearl Street studio in
Hyannis. “That’s how [ started with the shells.
They're local and organic and I can use them
as words in a visual language. I use the still
life to speak.”

Her paintings are tightly constructed
works, with the objects carefully placed to
move the eye around the canvas. Many of
her paintings are symmetrical with a peace-
ful contemplative feel. Chartier says she is a
realistic painter. “Yes, | paint lovely baskets
of apples and groups of shells,” she says.
‘I paint them because I love them. I love to
depict lace, shiny apples, crusty shells, and
the stuff I collect on walks from the beach.
[ never leave the beach without a souvenir,
and in the summer that’s almost every day.
[ like to celebrate living here by interpreting
what [ see in many ways.”

Melanie Chartier’s art can be seen at www.
melaniechartier.com and at the Bartholomew
Gallery of Chatham, 511 Main Street,
Chatham, MA, 508-945-3111,
www.ChathamArtandjewelry.com.

Freelance writer John Grenier-Ferris lives in
Quincy, MA.

Cuttyhunk, oil on canvas, 30" x 40”
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Winter Occupation, oil on panel, 9” x 12”




